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Chapter DCF 150
CHILD SUPPORT PERCENTAGE OF INCOME STANDARD

DCF 150.01 Introduction. DCF 150.04 Determining the child support obligation in special circumstances.
DCF 150.02 Definitions. DCF 150.05 Medical support.
DCF 150.03 Support orders.

i N%tet: Cb“a‘iteig“gﬁs 22 Watls rﬁglgﬁgt)()eredtchaptteeﬁ\‘/\@4fgbgsgema/rule EﬂEbC- g (5) “Child support” or “child support obligation” means an
Ive Octoper 1, . apter as It exis y was renumbpere H H : H H H H H
chapteDWD 40, Register July 1999, No. 5236F. 81209, Chapter DWD 40 was obligationto support a marital child either in an intact family or

renumbered to chapter DCF 150 under s. 13.9g}4)., Stats Register November asa result of a court ordeanobligation to support the payer
2008No. 635 nonmaritalchild as a result of a court order an obligation to sup
Preface portthe payets nonmarital child in an intact family as a result of

Section49.22 (9) Stats., requires the department to adopt and publish a stand%omlon’matemlty or an aCkn0W|edgement of paternity

to be used by courts in determining child support obligations. The standaltis to  (6) “Court” means a circuit court judge or family court com
basedon a percentage of the gross income and assets of either or both parentsmissioner.

The percentage standard established in this chapter is based on an analysis u _ : " :
nationalstudies, including a study done by Jacques der Gaag as part of the Child 0(7) Current6-month treasury bill rate” means the yield of a

SupportProject of the Institute for Research on Povadtyiversity of Wsconsin, u.s. government security with a term of 6 months.

Madison,entitled “On Measuring the Cost of Children,” which disclose the amount (8) “Department”’means the W¥consin department of chil
of income and disposable assets that parentouaese their children. The standard drenand families.

is based on the principle that a chsldtandaraf living should, to the degree possible, “ "

not be adversely &cted because his or her parents are not living togeltheeter (9) “Dependenthousehold member” means a persion
minesthe percentage of a pareviticome and potential income from assets that patWvhom a taxpayer is entitled to an exemptionttoe taxable year
entsshould contribute toward the support of children if the family does not remaimder26 USC 151

together. The standard determines the minimum amount each parent is expected « ; ” : : P
contributeto the support of their children. It expects that the custodial parent sha, (10) Equwalentcare means a penod of time durm@lCh

S - / . .
his or her income directly with their children. It also presumes that the basic neiﬁ_@ parent cares for the Chlld that is not Overmght! bUt_|s deter
of the childrenare being met. This latter presumption may be rebutted by clear aitinedby the court to require the pargatassume the basic sup
convincingevidence that the needs of the children are not being met. port costs that are substantially equivalent to what the parent

Therules also prescribe procedures for determining equitable child support obligeould spend to care for the child overnight.

tionsunder a variety of financial and family circumstances. (11) “Family support” means an amount which a person is
legally obligated to payursuant to an order under7§7.531

DCF 150.01 Introduction. (1) AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE.  Stats’ as a substitute for child support undeféy.511 Stats., and
This chapteris promulgated under the authority o#9.22 (9) maintenanceayments under 367.56 Stats.

Stats.,for the purpose of establishing a standard to be used in (12) “Federaldependency exemptionheans the deduction

gg;egnllllnl?rég? gq'gd72l;p5p; gnlég%‘;rs?géés 767.34 767.501 allowedin computing taxable income pursuan2®USC 15or

(2) AppLicaBiLITY. This chapter applies to any petition for qicahg?ugfetr?t_e taxpayer who has rattained the age of 19 or who

temporaryor final order for child support of a marital or nonmari (12m) “Federalpoverty guidelines” means the poverty guide

tal child in an action &écting a family under ctV.67, Stats., any . g ) )
: ; lines updated periodically in the Federal Register by the U.S.
stipulatedchild support settlement under767.34 Stats., or any departmenbf health and human services unde oritv of42

revisionof judgment under §.67.59 S.tallts.. USC9902(2).
(3) EFFeECTOFRULE CHANGE. A modification of any provision . . Y

in this chapter shall not in and of itself be considered a substantial(13) “Gross income.

changein circumstances siiient to justify a revision of ajudg ~ (a) “Gross income” means all of the following:

mentor order under ¥67.59 Stats. 1. Salary and wages.

Note: A modification of any provision in this chapter shall apply to orders -estab ; ;
lishedafter the dective date of the modification. 2. Interest and investment income.

History: Cr. Register January1987, No. 373eff. 2-1-87; r (2) (b)to (d),Regis- 3. Social Security disability and old—age insurance benefits
ter, August, 1987, No. 38@f. 9-1-87; am. (1),.rand recr(2), RegisterFebruary under42 USC 40%o 433,
1995,No. 47Q ef. 3-1-95;correction in (1) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (bBTa}s.,
RegisterJanuary 2003 No. 566R 03-022cr. (3) Register December 2003 No. 576 4. Net proceeds resulting from work&rcompensation or

eff. 1-1-04; corrections made under s. 1328) (b) 7., StatsRegister June 2007 i ; i
No. 618 CR 09-036 am. (1) Register November 2009 No. 6421, 1-1-10_  Otherpersonal injury awards intended to replace income.
5. Unemployment insurance.

DCF 150.02 Definitions. In this chapter: 6. Income continuation benefits.

(1) “Acknowledgement of paternity” means both the mother 7. \bluntary deferred compensation, employee contributions
and the father voluntarily signed and filed a form urglé®.15 to any employee benefit plan or profit-sharing, and voluntary
(3) (b) 1.0r 3, Stats., with the state registrar employeecontributions to any pension or retirement account

(2) “Adjusted monthly income availabléor child support” whetheror not theaccount provides for tax deferral or avoidance.
meansthe monthlyincome at which the child support obligation 8. Military allowances and veterans benefits.
is determined for serial family payers, which is the payer g ngistributed income of a corporation, includinglase
monthlyincome available for child support less #mount of any |y _ne|q corporation, or any partnership, includiagimited or
existinglegal obligation for child support. _ limited liability partnership, in which the parent has an ownership

(3) "Basic support costs” means food, sheldothing, trans  interestsuficient to individually exercise control or to access the
portation,personal care, and incidental recreational costs.  earningsof the businessynless the income included is an asset

(4) “Child” means the natural or adopted child of the payerunders.DCF 150.03 (4) In this paragraph:
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a. “Undistributed income” means federal taxable income @aficome available for child support is at a level set forththie
the closely held corporation, partnership, or other entitys schedulen Appendix C.
depreciatiorclaimed on the entity'federal income tax retutess (20) “Marital child” meansa child determined to be a marital
areasonable allowance for economic depreciation. child under s767.803 Stats.

b. A “reasonable allowance for economic depreciation” (21) “Monthly income available for child support” means the
meansthe amount of depreciation on assets computed using fiénthly income at which the child support obligation is deter
straightline methodandusefullives as determined under federamined, which is calculated by adding tiparents annual gross

incometax laws and regulations. incomeor, if applicable, the parestannual income modified for
Note: Income considered under this subsection is subject to the adjustments uftiésinesexpensesthe parens annual income imputed based on
s.DCF 150.03 (2) earningcapacity; and the parestannuaincome imputed from
~10. All other income, whether taxable or not, except that groassetsand dividing that total by 12.
incomedoes not include any of the following: (22) “Parent” means the natural or adoptive parent of the
a. Child support. child.
b. Foster care payments unde4&.62 Stats. (23) “Payee”means the parent who is the recipient of child

c. Kinship care paymentsder s48.57 (3m)or (3n), Stats. Supportas a result of a court order

d. Public assistance benefits under49).Stats., except that  (24) “Payer” means the parent who incurs a legal obligation
child care subsidy payments unde#8.155 Stats., shall be cen for child support as a result of a court order
sideredincome to a child care provider (25) “Serial-family parent” means parent with an existing
e. Food stamps und@rUSC 201 to 2036 legal obligation forchild support who incurs an additional legal

f. Cash benefits paid by counties undes®53 (21) Stats obligationfor child support in a subsequent family as a result of

. acourt order
g. Supplemental Security Income und&r USC 1381to

(25m) “Shared—placemermarent” means a parent who has a
1383fand state supplemental payments undé@ 3’7, Stats. ourt—ordered period of placement ofedst 25% and is ordered

h. Payments made for social services or any other pub§g the court to assume the chiddiasic support costs in proportion
assistancéenefits. to the time that the parent has placement of the child.

(b) This subsection defines gross income used in establishing26) “Shared-placemergayer” means the shared-placement
a child support order under this chapter anay not be used to parentwho is determined to owe a greater support amount than the
limit income withholding unqer §'.67.75 Stats., or the assign otherparent under the calculation inBCF 150.04 (2) (b)
mentof workefs compensatiobenefits for child support under (27) “Split-placementpayer’ means a payer who has 2 or

s.102.27 (2) Stats. . X
Note: This paragraph clarifies that although the portbworker's compensation morechildren and who has physical placement of one or more but

awardsnot intended toeplace income is excluded from gross inconestablishing notall of the children.
a child support orderthe full workets compensation benefit is assignable for the  (28) “Standard”or “percentage standard” means the percent
collection Of child support. . o ageof income standard undeCF 150.03 (1which, when mul

(14) “Incomeimputed based on earning capacity” means trﬂ'??lied by the payes monthly income available for child support
amountof income that exceeds the paremittual income and rep o adjusted monthly income available for child support, results in
resentsthe parent ability to earn, based dhe parent educa e payets child support obligation.
tion, training and recent W.Ork experience, earnings delng Pre€ Note: The standarés based on national studies of the percentage of income used
vious periods, current physical ameental health, history of child to supporta child or children, with adjustment downward of those percentages to
careresponsibilities as thparent with primary physical place reflectcosts incurred by the payer for what used to be called visitation uristesrw
m_ent,and the availability ofvork in or near the pareattomme ihr}l?\évra:;tiilésr;no.w called physical placement and to maintain health insurance for the
nity. . ) ., (29) “Variable costs” means the reasonable costs abag&
~ (15) “Income imputed from assets” means the amoaft supportcosts incurred by or on behalf of a child, including but not
income ascribed to assets that are unproductive and to whighiited to, the cost of child care, tuition, a chidipecial needs,
|nﬁprrr]u_ahas been diverted to avoid p%ylﬂ% fdh"d s#%port or go%d other activities that involve substantial cost.
which income is necessary taintain the child or children atthe 34y “\worksheet” means the departmemtbercentage stan
standardf living they would have if they were living with both dar(dw)orksheet printed as Appendir;( B to thtir:; chapte?
parentsand that exceeds the actual income from the assets. ™ \jisiory: cr. Register January1987, No. 373ef. 2-1-87: 1 (2) (b) to (d), rand

(16) “Income modified for business expenses” means thecr-(1t2)1508(714’2‘, rgglam-ﬁ(Zg) 1to é%S) to ze (27139) ,ﬁ";d %m5(29),1i(92g%,R£9i§:%

H H H ust, , NO. en. 9—1-a/; rand recr Registey Fepruar , NO.
amountof income after add'”g wagefs, pald to dependent hou@#.gs—l—%;CR 03-022am. (2), rand recr(3), r. (A?), renum. (5)t¥1rough (10) to be
hold members, adding undistributed income that the courtde(tg) th[ou)gh (3)(, ar;L (sg,o(ao)), (rar;d(rec)r(lsg,((m)), (25),( (zgs) ar&d((eé% renur'rE. (1)4),
minesis not reasonably necessary for the growth of the busined$), (17) and (18) to be (16), (17), (18) and (20), am. (16) and (18}4gr am. (15),

. . . renum.(19), (22), (23) and (24) to be (22), (23), (24) and (25 ,r. and recr
andsubtracting business expenses thatcthat determines are (21),@,(1“,%. ézs)) a(nd 227) to(be)(27) anfj (2)8)(an)d QMQ@) ra(nd)%f?(zg)‘ renum.
reasonablynecessary for the production of that income or operg1)to be (30Register December 2003 No. 5#8. 1-1-04; corrections in {) and

i H i H H 13) (b) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., St&sgister June 2007 No. §l&rrec
tion of the business and that mdiffer from the determination of gion)s(in)(S), (13) (a) 9., (19), (2&), A )(28) made-under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6. and 7., Stats.

allowablebusiness expenses for tax purposes. RegisterNovember 2008 No. 63&EmR0821 emeg. ct (12m), ef. 6-27-08:CR
(17) “Intact family” means a family in which the child or chil 08-066cr. (12m)Register December 2008 No. 6&#. 1-1-09,CR 09-036 am.
S 25) and (26), cr (25m)Register N ber 2009 No. 642ff. 1-1-10
drenand the payer reside in the same household and the péygran (26), cr (25m)Register November 0- 64
sharegis or her income directly with trehild or children and has DCF 150.03 Support orders.

alegal obligation FO S_“pport thg child or children. ) SUPPORTUSING THE PERCENTAGESTANDARD. The court shall deter
(18) “Legal obligation for child support” has the meaning-premine a parent monthly income available for child support by
scribedfor “child support” or “child support obligation” isub.  addingtogether the parestannual gross income, drapplicable,
(5). the parents annual income modified fdrusiness expenses; the
(19) “Low-incomepayer” means a payer for whom ttwurt parent’sannual income imputed based on earning capacity; and
usesthe monthly support amount provided in the schedule the parents annual income imputed from assets, and dividing that
Appendix C based on the cowstdeterminatiorihat the payeés total by 12. This may be done by completing the worksheet in
total economic circumstances limit his or her ability to pag ~ AppendixB, although use of the worksheet for this purpose is not
port at the level provided underBCF 150.03 (1and the payés  required. Except as provided inBCF 150.04 (4and(5), theper

(1) DETERMINING CHILD
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centageof the pareng monthly income availabfer child support
or adjusted monthly income available for child suppibrit
constituteghe child support obligation shall be:

(@) 17% for one child;

(b) 25% for 2 children;

(c) 29% for 3 children;

(d) 31% for 4 children; and

(e) 34% for 5 or more children.

Note: See Appendix A which indicates the amount of child support at various |

elsof income using the percentage standard.

(2) DETERMINING INCOME MODIFIED FOR BUSINESSEXPENSES.
In determining a parerstmonthly income availabfer child sup

portunder sub(l), the court maydjust a parerg’gross income

asfollows:

(a) Adding wages paid to dependent household members

DCF 150.04

(5) ADJUSTMENTFORCHILD'S SOCIAL SECURITY. The court may
includebenefits received by a child und& USC 402d) based
on a parens entitlement to federal disability or old-ageurance
benefitsunder42 USC 4010433in the parens gross income and
adjust a parens child support obligation by subtractiribe
amountof the childs social security benefit. In no case may this
adjustmentequire the payee to reimburse the payer for any por
tion of the childs benefit.

(6) DETERMINE CHILD SUPPORTBEFORE MAINTENANCE. If a

S¥ayerwill have obligations for both child support and mainte

nanceto the same payee, the court shall determine the 'payer
child support obligation under this chaptsfore determining the
payer’smaintenance obligation under7§7.56 Stats.

(7) CaLcuLAaTION OF FAMILY suppoRT. When the standard
undersub.(1) is used to calculate support underéz.531 Stats.,

the amount determined shall be increased by the amount-neces

(b) Adding undistributedncome that meets the criteria in Ssaryto provide a net family support payment, after state and fed
DCF 150.02 (13) () %and that the court determines is not reasoBy]income taxes are paid, ofleast the amount of a child support

ably necessary for the growth of the business. The parent s
havethe burden of proof to show that any undistributed inco

is reasonably necessary for the growth of the business.

(c) Reducirg goss incone ty the husines expense thatthe
courtdeterming ae reasonalyl necessar for the production o that
incomeor operation o the kusines and that may differ from the
determinatiorof allowable kusines expenss for tax purposes.

(3) DETERMINING INCOME IMPUTED BASED ON EARNING CAPAC-
ITY. In stuationswhere te incone d a parent is less than the par-
ent'searning @paciy or is tnknown the ourt may impue income
to the parert at an anounttha represert he parents aility to earn,
basedon the parents alucation training and recen work experi-
encegrning during previousperiods aurrert physicd and mental
health,history of child care responsibilitiesss the parent with pri-
mary physicd placementand the availability of work in o nea the
parents @mmunity If evidene is presentd tat due dligence has
been exercisal to ascertaininformation on the parents atual
incomeor ability to eam and that informationis wnavailable the
courtmay impue b the paren the incorre ha a persa would earn
by working 35 hours per week for the hHgher of the federd& mini-
mum hourly wage inde 29 USC 206 (@) (1) or the gate minimum
wagein s.DWD 272.03 If a parert has gossincone a income
modified for busines expenss kelow his a her earning capacity,
theincome imputal basel on earning capaciy shal be te differ-
encebetwea the parents erning capaciy and the parents goss
incomeor incore nodified for busines expenses.

(4) DETERMINING INCOME IMPUTED FROM ASSETS. (a) The

’_Eieﬂimentunder the standard.

(8) EXPRESSIONOF ORDERED SUPPORT. The support amount
shallbe expressed as a fixed sum unless the parties have stipulated
to expressinghe amount as a percentage of the payiecome
andthe requirements under#&7.34 (2) (am) 1to 3., Stats., are
satisfied.

(9) TrusT. The court may protect and promote the best-inter
estsof the minor children by setting aside a portion of the child
supportthat either party is ordered to pay in a separate fund or trust
for the support, education, and welfare of such children.

(10) DEPENDENCYEXEMPTION. The court may order the payee
to waive the federal dependency exemption provided that the
payee’sexecution othe exemption waiver is made contingent on
the receipt of child support payments.

(11) DEVIATION FROM THE PERCENTAGESTANDARD. (&) Upon
requestby a partythe court may modify the amount of child sup
port payments determinathder sub(l) if, after considering the
factorsin s.767.511 (1m), Stats., as applicable, the court finds by
the greater weight of the credible evidence that use of the percent
agestandard is unfair to the child or to any of the parties.

(b) If the court under pafa) modifies the amount of child sup
port payment determined under sib), the court shall state in
writing or onthe record the amount of support that would be
required by using the percentage standard under Elib.the
amountby which the cour$ order deviates from that amount, its
reasondor finding that use of the percentage standard is unfair to

court may impute a reasonable earning potential to a parertiechild or the partyits reasons for the amount of the modHica

assetsf the court finds both of the following:

tion and the basis for the modification as provided under s.

1. The parent has ownership and control over any rggrr 767.511(1n), Stats. . .
sonalproperty including but not limited to, life insurance, cash,_History: CtRegisterJanuary1987, No. 37.f. 2 1-87; am. (1) (intro.Regis-

and deposit accounts, stocks and bonds, business intemests

r,August, 1987, No. 38@f. 9-1-87; am. (1) (intro.), renum. (2) to (4) to be (4)

ito (6) and am. (5), c2), (3), (7),Register February1995, No. 470eff. 3-1-95;

proceedsesulting from workes compensatioor other personal correctionsn (7) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., St&sgister January 2003 No.

injury awards not intended to replace income, and cash and co
rateincome in a corporation in which the parent has an ownershi

(10) and (1), cr. (4), cr (6), (8) and (9Register December 2003 No. 5 &F.
—04corrections in (6), (7), (8). O (a) and (bmade under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7.,

ﬁgg CR 03-022r. and recr(1) (intro), (2), (3), and (5), renum. (4), (6) and (7) to be

interestsuficient to individually exercise control and the cash otats.Register June 2007 No. 81rrections in (1) (intro.), (2) (b), (4) (a) 1. and

corporateincome is not included as gross income und&ci-
150.02(13).

(b) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., StaRegisterNovember 2008 No. 63€R
08-066 am. (3)Register December 2008 No. 6&F. 1-1-09.

2. The parens assets are underproductive and at least one ofpcE 150 04 Determining the child support obliga -

the following applies:

tion in special circumstances. Child support may bdeter

a. The parent has diverted income into assets to avoid payiithed under special circumstances as follows:

child support.

(1) DETERMINING THE CHILD SUPPORTOBLIGATION OF A SERIAL-

_b. Income from the parestassets is necessary to maintain the\wiLy pareNt. (a) Applicability. This subsection applies only if
child or children at the standard of living they would have had ihe additional child support obligation incurred by a parent is a

theywere living with both parents.

resultof a court order and the support obligation being calculated

(b) The court shall impute income to assets by multiplying the for childrenfrom a subsequent family or subsequent paternity
total net value of the assets by the current 6-month tredmiiry judgmentor acknowledgment. A parent may not useptvi-
rateor any other rate that the court determines is reasonable armhsof this subsection & basis for seeking modification of an
subtractingheactual income from the assets that was included esistingorder based on a subsequently incurred legal obligation

grossincome under ©DCF 150.02 (13)

for child support.
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(b) Determination. For a serial-family parent the chisdip  Calculation:

portobligation incurred for a marital or nonmarital child isude Parent As current monthly income available for child support $3000
sequenfamily as a result of a couorder may be determined as The first legal obligation is subject to an existing monthly $450
follows: support order (divorce)
1. Determine the parestionthly income available for child  adjust the monthly income available for child support $3000
supportunder sDCF 150.03 (1) (intro.) _ 450
. 2. Determlne the order of the _parsnlégal obllgatlons f‘?r First adjusted monthly income available for child support $2550
child support by listing them according the date each obligation ) o
is incurred. For a marital child, the legal obligation for child-sup Determine support for the second legal obligation $2550
portis incurred on the child'date of birth. For a nonmarital child, (intact family) X.25
the fathets legal obligation for child support is incurred on the $637.50
datethat paternity is legally established. For a nonmarital childdjust the first adjusted monthly income available for child $2550
in an intact familyit is incurred on the datef adoption or the date support - 637.50

that paternity is legally established. For a nonmarital maternalecond adjusted monthly income available for child support ~ $1912.50
child in an intact familyit is incurred on the child’date of birth. ) ) o )
Determine support for the third legal obligation (paternity) $1912.50

3. Determine the first child support obligation as follows: « 17
a. If the parent is subject to an existing suppoder for that $32572
legal obligation, except a shared—placement order unde€s. 2 D GTHEC SUPPORTOBLIGATIONS OFS
150.04(2), the support for that obligation is the monthly amount (2) DETERMINING THE CHILD SUPPORTOBLIGATIONS OF SHARED-
of that order PLACEMENT PARENTS. (&) The shared—placement formula may be
. . . . . appliedwhen both of the following conditions are met:
b. If the parents in an intact family or is subject to a shared— .
placemenbrder under SDCF 150.04 (2)the support is deter 1. Both parents have court-ordered periods of placement of

mined by multiplying theappropriate percentage undeDEF atleast25% or 92 days a yeal he period of placement for each

150.03 (L)for that number of children by the parantonthly pgrentshall be determined by calculatilng the number of -over
income available for childsupport or if applicable, determine Mightsor equivalent care ordered to jm@vided by the parent and
supportunder sub(2), (3), (4), or (5). dividing that number by 365. The combined periods of placement

0,

4. Adjust the monthly income available for child support b{/Or both parents shqll equal 100%. -
subtractinghe support for the first legal obligation under subd. . _2- Each parent is ordered by the couragsume the child
from the pareng monthlyincome available for child support PaSicsupport cost& proportion to theime that the parent has
undersubd.1. placemenbf the child.

5. Determinethe second child support obligation as follows: (®) The tChf”d support ott)mlig;titons _fordparefmiilao meet the
a. If the parent is subject to an existing support order for tgAUIrementot par (a) may be determined as follows:

legal obligation, except a shared-placement order unde€s. 1. Determine each parestmonthly income available for
150.04(2), the support for that obligation is the monthly amourfhild support under DCF 150.03 (1) In determining whether
of that order to impute income based on earning capacity for an unemployed

qRarentor a parent employed less than full time undedGF
150.03(3), the court shall consider benefits to the child of having
aparent remain in the home during periods of placement and the
additionalvariable daycare costs that would be incurred if the par
entworked more. If a parent has one or more previous child sup
port obligations, determine the parenthonthly income available

supportunder sub(2), (3), (4), or (5). ; : - S X
6. Adjust the monthly income available for child support %rszi;)l!((iliupport adjusted fane previous obligations as provided

secondime by subtracting the support for the second legal ebliga 2. Multiply each parensmonthly income available for child

tion determined under sub8. from the first adjusted monthly tby th iat t tandard undBICE
incomeavailable for child support determined under su4bd. il;(p)p(??t(l)y € appropriate percentage standard un '

7. Repeat the procedure under sulbdand6. for each addi . .
; inati ; ial—fami 3. Multiply each amount determined under subdby 150%.
tional legal obligation for child suppothe serial-family parent Note: The 150% accounts for household maintenance expenditures duplicated by

hasmcurrec_i. _ both parents, such as a bedroom, clothes, and personal items.

8. Multiply the appropriate percentage undeD€F 150.03 4. Multiply the amount determined for each parent under
(1) for the number of children subject to the new order by the finglihd 3. by the proportion of the time that the child spends with the
adjustedmonthly income available farhild support determined otherparent to determine each parsnthild support obligation.
in eithersubd 6. or7. to determine the new child support obligat g~ g resulting amounts under sudagainst eachther

ion or if applicable, determine the new child support obligatio?he parent with a greater child support obligation is the shared—

under'sub.(Z), (3). (4), or (5). . o placemenpayer The shared—-placement payer shall pay the lesser
Note: The following example shows how tiskild support obligation is deter h d ined d kishd h d
minedfor a serial-family parent whose additional child support obligation has bef the amount determined under t . or the amount deter

b. If the parents in an intact family or is subject to a share
placementorder under sDCF 150.04 (2)the support is deter
mined by multiplying theappropriate percentage undeDEF
150.03 (1)for that number of children by the parsnthonthly
income available for childsupport or if applicable, determine

incurredfor a subsequent family mined using the appropriate percentage standsder sDCF
Assumptions: 150.03(1). If the shared-placement payer is aldova-income
Parent As current monthly income available for child support is $3000. payer,the child support obligation may be the lesser of the amount

ParentA and Parent B were married, had a child in 2000diworced in 2001. determinedunder this subd. or under sy8).

ParentA is subject to an existing support order of $450 per month. In addition to the child support obligation determined

ParentA remarries and has two children, one born in 2006 and the other in 20! : . T
andremains an intact family Bihdersubd 5., the court shall assign responsibility for payment of

ParentA was adjudicated the father in 2008 for a child born in 2005. Child suppme child’s variable costs in proportion to each paaeehare of

needso be established for this child. physicalplacement, with due consideration to a disparity in the
Order of parent & legal obligation for child support. parents'incomes. The court shall direct the manner of payment
First legal obligation: one child (2000) (divorce) of a variable cost order to be either between the parents or from
Second legal obligation: 2 children (2006 and 2007) (intact family) a parent to a third—party service providefhe court shall not
Third legal obligation: one child (2008) (paternity) directpayment of variable costs to be madé® department or
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the departmeng designee, except as incorporated in the fixed sum (4) DETERMINING THE CHILD SUPPORTOBLIGATION OFA LOW-IN-

or percentage expressed child support order COMEPAYER. (@) The court may use the monthly support amount
Note: The following example shows how to calculate the child support obligatiogrovidedin the schedule in Appendix C as the support amount for
of shared-placement parents. a payer with a monthly income availatfier child support at a
Number of children: Wo . A level set forth in the schedule if the payetotal economicircum:
Parent A:$2,000 monthly income available for child support stancedimit his or her ability to pay support at the level deter
Court-ordered placement of the child for 219 days a year or 60%. mined under sDCF 150.03 (l) If a paye‘rs monthly income
Parent B:$3,000 monthly income available for child support availablefor child supportis below the lowest income level in
Court-ordered placement of the child for 146 days a year or 40%. AppendixC, the court may set an order at an amount appropriate
Parent A Parent B for the paye's total economic circumstances. This amount may
1. Monthly income $2,000 $3,000 be lower than the lowest supp.ort amount in Appendlx C
available for child sup (b) The cepartmenshal revise the shedué in Appendk C
port everyyea basel on changesn the federd poverty guidelines

$2,000 X 25% = $500 $3.000 X 25% = $750 sincethe sheduk wes lad revised The departmenshall pub-

2. Monthly income lish revisiors o the scheduk in the Wisconsh Administrative

available for child sup

port X percentage stan Register.
dard for two children Note: The schedule in Appendix C provides reduced percentage rates that may be
usedto determine the child support obligation for payers with an income below 150%
3. Amountin 2. X $500 X 150% = $750  $750 X 150% = $125 of the federal poverty guidelines. If a paganonthly income available for child sup
150% portis below 75% of the federal poverty guidelines, the court may order an amount
appropriatefor the payes total economic circumstances. For montinigome
4. Amount in 3. X the  $750 X 40% = $300 $1125 X 60% = $675 amountfor child support between 75% and 1506%he federal poverty guidelines,
proportion of time that the percentage rates in the schedule gradually increaseamse increases. The per
the child spends with centageates used in ©CF 150.03 (1ppply to payers with income greater than or
the other parent equalto 150% of the federal poverty guidelines.
5. Ofset $675 — $300 = $375 (5) DETERMINING THE CHILD SUPPORTOBLIGATION OF A HIGH

INCOME PAYER. (@) The payeés full monthly income available for

6. Court also assigns  Manner of payment is between the parents or from  child support shall be considered in determining the pauéild
responsibiity for pay @ parent fo a fhird-party service providexceptas  supportobligation. The court may apply the reduced percentages
ment of the childs vark incorporated in the fixed sum or percentage underpars.(C) and(d) to income at the indicated |eVe|S.

able costs. expressed child support order

(b) The court shall apply the percentages IDGF 150.03 (1)
to a paye's monthly income available for child support that is less
an$7,000.

(3) DETERMINING THE CHILD SUPPORTOBLIGATIONS OF SPLIT-
PLACEMENTPARENTS. For parents who have 2 or more children al
gachpﬁreng_lt:jas placemglrjt Of, one or mt?red but n(,)t a(ljl of tfhﬁ chil Note: A monthly income of $7,000 is an annual income of $84,000.

ren,the child support obligations may be determined as follows: :
pp 9 Y (c) Thecourt may apply the following percentages to the por

(2) Determine each parestmonthlyincome available for yiqn of a payeis monthly incomevailable for child support that

child support under ©CF 150.03 (1) If a parent has one oTore s greater than or equal to $7,000 and less than or equal to $12,500:
previous child support obligations, determine the parent 1. 14% for one child

monthly income availabldor child support adjusted for the pre )
vious obligations as provided in su). 2. 20% for 2 children.
(b) Multiply the amount determindd par (a) by the pro rata 3. 23% for 3 children.
percentagetandard for the numbef children in split placement 4. 25% for 4 children.
who are placed with the other parent. The pro rata percentage o .
standardfor the number of childrem split placement who are N 5', 27% for_5 or more chllldren. )

. . L ote: A monthly income of $7,000 is an annual income of $84z0@Da monthly
placedvylth the other parent is calculated by determining thgcomeof $12,500 is an annual income of $150,000e percentages that apply to
appropriatepercentage standard undebEF 150.03 (1for the  incomebetween $84,000 and $150,000 are approximately 80% of the full percentage
total number of childrenglividing by the total number of children, standards. '
and adding together the percentages for the children in split- (d) The court may apply tHellowing percentages to the por

placementvho are placed with the other parent. tion of a paye's monthly incomevailable for child support that
Note: Thepro-ratapercentage standards for the number of children for whot? greater than $12,500:
supportis being established are as follows: 1. 10% for one child.
2 ch!ldren 12.5% for each ch!ld ........... (25%+ 2) 2. 15% for 2 children.
3 children 9.67% for each child .. ......... (29%+ 3) o .
4 children 7.75% for each child . . ......... (31%-~ 4) 3. 17% for 3 children.
5 children 6.8% for each child. . ........... (34%+ 5) 4. 19% for 4 children.

(c) Offset resultingamounts under p&b) against each other 5. 20% for 5 or more children.
The parent with a greater child support obligation is the split—Note: A monthly income of $12,500 is an annual inca§150,000. The stan

placementpayer dardsthat apply to income over $150,000 are approximately 60% of the full percent
Note: The following example shows how to calculate the amount of child supp@rgestandards.

for split-placement parents: (6) COMBINATION OF SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES. (a) General.

Assumptions: The court may apply any combination of special circumstance
Parent A and B have 3 children. provisionsunder subs(1) to (5) to determine a child support
Parent A has placement of 2 children and Parent B has placement of one chibligationif the criteria applyand the combination of provisions
Parent A monthly income available for child support is $2,000. is not specifically prohibited.
Parent BS monthly income available for child support is $3,000. (b) Shared and split placement. If the parents have a combina

Calculation: tion of split—-placement and shared—placement, the child support
Applicable percentage: 29%. Pro rata percentage is 9.67% per child. obligationmay be determined as follows:

Pa;g?gﬁi,go:?géag?% (income x applicable pro rata % for one child placed with 1. Determine thepro rata percentage standard for the total
ParentB: 3,000 X 19.34% (income x suwhpro rata % for 2 children placed with numberof children for whom support Is bemg eStat_)“Shed' The
ParentA) = 580.20 pro rata percentage standard for the total nurobehildren for

Parent B is the payetObligation following ofset = 386.80 whom support is beingstablished is calculated by determining
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the appropriate percentage standard undB&xC¥ 150.03 (1for

the total number of children and dividing by the total number o

children.

Note: The pro-rata percentage standards fomil@ber of children for whom
supportis being established are as follows:

2 children 12.5% foreachchild........... (25%+ 2)
3 children 9.67% for each child .. ......... (29%+ 3)
4 children 7.75% for each child ........... (31%+4)

5 children 6.8% for each child (34%+ 5)

2. Determire suppot for the dhildrenwho ae dacel with the
otherparent full-time. Frst, add togethe the pro rata percentage
standardgor the rumbe of children who ae daced full-time with
theather parent Then multiply the aim o the po-rat gercentage
standarddy the parents nonthly incorre available for child sup-
port, as ajusta for any previous dhild suppot obligations for the
parentwhose dild suppot obligation is keing calculated.

3. Determine suppotfor the children who are in shared-
placements follows:

a. Add together the pro rata percentage standards fauthe
ber of children who are in shared-placement.

b. Multiply the sum of thero rata percentage standards b
the parents monthly income available for child suppatjusted
for any previous child support obligations.

c. Multiply the amount determined under subdb.for each
parentby 150%.

Note: The 150% accounts for household maintenance expenditures duplicateql

bothparents, such as a bedroom, clothes, and personal items.

d. Multiply each amount determined by the proportion of the

i

time that the child spends with the other parent to determine e
parent'schild support obligation.

e. Offset resulting amounts undsubd.3. d. against each
other.

4. Add or offset the child support obligation for children
placedwith the other parent full-time under suBdwith the child
supportobligation for children in shared—placement unsigod.

3. e. The parent with a greater child support obligation is the

payer. The payer shall pay the lessertloé amount determined
underthis subdivisioror the amount determined using the app
priatepercentage standard undeb€F 150.031). If the payer
under this subdivision is also a low—income patfe child sup
portobligation may be the lesser of the amount determined un
this subdivision or under sufy).
5. In addition to the child support obligation determine
undersubd 4., the court shall assign responsibility for payment
the child’s variable costs in proportion to each paseshare of
physicalplacement, with due consideration to a disparity in t

parents’incomes. The court shall direct the manner of paymen

of a variable cost order to be either between the parents or fr:
a parent to a third—party service providefhe court shall not
directpayment of variable costs to be madé® department or
the departmens designee, except as incorporated in the fixed s
or percentage expressed child support order

Note: Example of a combination of split-placement and shared—placement:

Assumptions

e

gbles or copayments. In applying thi®6 standard, the cost to
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Parent B:

f 3,000x 19.34% (income x sum of pro rata percentage standards for 2 children who
areplaced full-time with Parent A) = 580.20

3,000x 9.67% (income x applicable % for one child shared with parent A) = 290.10
x 1.5 (150%) = 435.15
x 30% (Child placed with parent A) = 130.55

Parent As obligation = 203.07 (1 shared child)

ParentB’s obligation = 130.55 (1 shared child) + 5802@hildren full-time with
ParentA) = 710.75

Parent B is the payefTotal obligation following dfset = $507.68

History: Cr. RegisterJanuary1987, No. 373eff. 2-1-87;am. (1) (a), (b) (intro.)
and1l., (3) (intro.), (a) and (c), and recr(2), Register August, 1987, No. 38@f.
9-1-87;r. and recr (1), (2),Registey February 1995, No. 470eff. 3-1-95;CR
03-022am (1) (b) 3. a,, b., 4., 5. a,, b., 6., 8amd recr(2), and (3), cr(4) and (5)
RegisterDecember 2003 No. 576ff. 1-1-04; corrections in (1) (b), (2) (b), (3) (a),
(b), (4) (a) and (5) (b) made under8.92 (4) (b) 7.Stats.Register November 2008
No. 635 CR 08-066am. (4) (b)Register Decembe&008No. 636 ef.. 1-1-09;CR
09-036 am. (1), (2) (b) 1. and (3) (a), &nd recr. (3) (b), ct (6) Register November
2009No. 647 eff. 1-1-10; corections in (6) (b) 4. made under $.3.92 (4) (b)7.
Stats.,Register November 2009 No. 647

DCF 150.05 Medical support. (1) RESPONSIBILITY FOR
HEALTH EXPENSES. In addition to ordering child support for a child
nderthis chapterthe court shall specifically assign responsibil
ty for and direct the manner of payment for the childéalth
expensesinder s767.513 Stats.
(a) In this section, “private health insurance” does not include
amedical program under subdW. orV of ch. 49 Stats.

yote: The BadgerCare Plus program undet%471 Stats., is in subchV of ch.
7 Stats.

(b) Excep as provided in par. (e), the court may order either
th parens © enroll achild in a pivate health insurane dan
s acessibé b the dhild and available & a rasonableost,
asfollows:

1. The court may consider a private heattsurance plan to
be accessible to the child if the plarservice providers are located

within areasonable distance from the chiltfome. In general,

serviceproviders may be considered within a reasonable distance
if they are located within 30 minutes or 30 milethefchilds resi
ncewith a greater distance allowed in some rural areas.

2. The court may consider a private heattsurance plan to
available at a reasonable cost if the cost to enroll the child or
children does not exceed 5% of the insuring pasentonthly
meavailable for child support and would cover hospitaliza
and other medical costs withoutdarout—of—pocket deduc

nroll the child or children in a private health insurance plan is the

ostto add the child or children to existing coverage or tHerdif
encebetween the cost of self-only coveragel the cost to that
rentafter adding the child or children.

m 3+ The court may ordehe non-insuring parent to contribute
0 the cost to enroll the children in a private health insurance plan
n an amount that does not exceed 5% of the non—insuring garent’

menthlyincome available for child support.

4. The court mayncorporate responsibility for a contribution
to the cost of private health insurance as an upwaddwnward
adjustmento a payeis child support obligation.

Note: The cost to enroll a child in@ivate health insurance plan and a contribution

3 children to the cost are in addition to a parsntesponsibility for child support. The court
Parent A: would order an upward adjustment to a payehild support ordef the payee is the

2 children full time insuring parent and the payer is contributing to the cost. The court would order a
1 child 30% downwardadjustment to the payerchild support obligation the payer is the insur

ing parent, the payee is contributing to the cost, and the pag@®tribution is less
than the payeés child support amount.

(c) The court may not order a parent whose income is below
150% of the federal poverty leveb enroll a child in a private
healthinsurance plan or contribute to the cosagirivate health

$2,000/month income

Parent B:
1 child 70%
$3,000/month income

Calculation: insuranceplan unless there is no cost to the parent.
Applicable percentage 29%. Pro rata percentage is 9.67% per child. (d) If there is no private health insurance plan avail#ide
Parent A: meetsthe requirements of pgb), the court may order any of the

2,000x 9.67% (income x applicable prata % for child shared with Parent B) = following:

193.40\ . . ) -
1. Enroliment in grivate health insurance plan as a deviation

x 1.5 (150%) =290.10
X 70% (% of time child is with parent B) = 203.07 unders.767.51 (1m) Stats.
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DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FRAMILIES DCF 150.05

2. Responsibility for a contribution to the cost of the other par (b) The court shall include in a paternity judgment or oeder
ent’'spremium for the BadgerCare Plus program undé®<l71  birth cost judgment amount that does not exceed one-half of the
Stats.,unless the parestincome is below 150% of the federalactualand reasonable cost of the moth@regnancy and chilg’
povertylevel. The court may incorporate responsibility for acorbirth and shall order the lowest of the following:
tribution to the cost of the premium as an upward or downward 1 Ap amount that does not exceed the sum of 5% of the

adjustmento a payess child support obligation. ) father'scurrent monthly income available for child support raulti
3. Enrollment in a private health insurance plan if a plan thafied by 36 months.

meetsthe requirements of pgb) becomes available to the parent 5 | yhe fathers monthly income available for child support

in the future. is between 75% and 150% of the fedgraVerty guidelines, an

(€) If aperson other than a parent has enrolled a child in gfountthat does not exceed the maximum birth cost judgment
accessible private health insurance plan tioaershospitaliza amountprovided in the schedule in Appendix D.

tion and other medical costs withoutdarout—of—pocket deduc

- . 3. If thefathefs monthly income available for child support
tiblesor copayments, the court may determine whether to order o ;
parentto enroll the child in a private health insurance plan. 1S 1SS than 75% othe federal poverty guidelines, a birth cost

(f) The court shall also establish an order for medical expenétf%gmemat an amount appropriate for the fatheotal economic
thatare not covered by insurance. The court shall consider eac umstances. . ) .
parents ability to pay these medical expenses. (c) The department shall revise the schedul&ppendix D

(2) BIRTH COSTJUDGMENT. (a) In this subsection, “birth cost EVerY year basedn changes in the federal poverty guidelines.

judgment’means an order establishing the amount of the fathe'll'hedepartment shall publish revisions to the schedule in thke W

obligationto pay or contribute to the reasonabigenses of the consinAdministrative Register .
Py History: EmR0821 emeg. cr. eff. 6-27-08;CR 08-066 cr. Register December
mothers pregnancy and the chitdbirth under s767.89 (3) (&)  008No. 636 ef. 1-1-09-CR 09-036-cr. (1) (@) to (. am. (2) (b) 2Register

Stats. November2009 No. 647eff. 1-1-10.
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